L]

¥

Sl s B adia el i o XS

AL b i et LT
il o et

L}

 NEW YORK HERALD, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1879.-TRIPLE SHEET.

LITERATURE.

Professor Proctor’s Latest Contribution
1o the World of Science.

- “ROUGH WAYS MADE SMOOTH.”

The Sun, the Moon, the Clouds, the Wind |

and the Muman Bedy.

FROM EARTH, TO SKY.

Profesaor Proctor's latest coutribution to/ the
solentifie literature of the diy is found i a volume
called “Bough Ways Made Smooth,” puoblished by
R, Worthington., In it the author handles s great
varloty of subjecis, none of which have been treated
sxcept in thelr scicntific significance, though in fa-
miliar and untechnical terms. Professor Proctor
®rcio his proface and correcied his proof sheots on
boary the Arizona whiie on his way to this conptry
in October, 50 that nothing later than this has left

- his hands in book form, “The Sun’s Corons and
His Spots” in the firat rough way Professor Proector

root than oither walus taken separately. But tae | be continued . But it certainly does seem ua
British observations of the durston of transit as ob- ’ though some few m&u persons who have me-
M“ﬁ“ : angol:‘““'“ : I;hi. e Inlhu kouu:lniugﬂ:}gh;ﬂlunm

un's dist F o wor ;
'n';,"guu be' combined with oh:a:vutlza- of the ul::hnwnuons ulready collvoted, Even if it is im-

daiation of transit sa obscrved mmmm nu‘;
tons, snd no British was statioued where suel
observations could E.":{,wm_ The value, then,
of these British southern

can only be educed when comparison is made be-
tween them and th.; northern observations by Amer-
soan. 6 %

n, 1 a8Lr
Wo must not, then, be disheartoned if the resulls of
the H:lhlh operations alone whould not seem to be
For it may stll bappen

sltogether ry.
.mi;“ghn portion of the Hritish operstions w
ouly valuo when cowbinud with the work of
other countries may be found (o possesa
value. We lad ﬁﬂﬁ r:mm for l:,ml:ﬂnu bu.lﬁarl:
hand whether results of npy groat value cou
obtained by Dolisle’s mat.’lludy. It was only because
Halley'n was su to fuil totully that the gov-
ernmont astroudmers ever thought of employing
thnt method, which the exp of { t t
hind us to ! a@ of very Llitle value, * = *
1 am wall assu that neitber Coutinental nor
American astronomers will sovept the new ostimate
of the sun's distance, nuliss—whiel 1 venturs to
predict will not be the cose—the cntire sovies of
transit observatious shonld seem to point to the
game value as the wost probable mean. Even then
most ast.onomers will, I belleve, think rather that
tranaits of Veuus do uot afford such satisfactory
means of det ining toe sun's dist as had besn
supposed,

A NEW ORBATER IN THE MOON,

Ths moon's surfice hus been so long and se care-
fully atudied that it is almost impossible to under-
stand how such b crator ns now certainly exists in
the Hea of Vapors near Hyginus conld have escaped
detection. Craters of the kind exist, indeod, in huns
dreds on the moon'd surface, But muny astronomers
have given years of their life to the study of such
objects; und the centreof the moon’s disk, for rea-
sons which asty will i d, has Leen
studied with exceptionul care. 1t seems so wolikely
that & deep crater three iwiles in dinmoter could
cucape recognition, that soimne astronomers have not

plakes smooth, He regards the sun-spot period
myaterions, becauss even if we admit (which he
thinks we cannot do) that the sun spois we pro-
duced in some way by the sotion of the plauets upon
the sun, it would still remusin ultogether a mystery

" how this sction operated. He says that *‘whon all
the known facts respecting the sun spots are care-
fully considered no theory yet advanced respocting
them seame st all satisfactory, while noapproach even
has beon made to an explanation of their periodic
inerease and diminution in number. ‘This seems to
me one of the most interesting problems which
astronomers have at present to deal with; nor do I
despair of seeing it ily solved within no
very loug interval of time, Bhould the recoguition
of & sympathy between the corona and the sun spots
be satisfactorily established an important step in
advance will have been made—posaibly even the key
to the enigma will be found to bave been discoy-
erod,”

In this chapter he firat, wh the
evidence we have on this subject is sufficlent, and
afterward he procecds to discuss some of the ideas
suggested by the relations which have been recog-
niead aa existing botween the sun spots, the sierrs,
the colored prominences and the zodiscal light.

Even when » method lhas been devised for
observing the g says Prof
Pr the whose light comea

either directly or by reflections from solid
or liquid matter will still remaln undiscernt-
ble, save only during total eclipses of the sun.
Mauy. years must doubtless pass, {hen, before the ro-
Iation of the to the p Vi
spots shall be fully recognized. But he is convinced
that the solution of this problem will be well worth
walting for, even thougl it should not lead up (as it
most probably will) to the solution of the mystery
of the periodio changes which affect the surfuce of
the sun,
SUN SPOTS AND COMMRERCIAL PANICS.

Prolessor l'roctor devotes an iuteresting chapter
_fo the peenll lati n sun spots and com-
moercial punics. Wo ure not only, it would seem, to
regurd the sun as the ultimate source of ail forms of
terrestrial onergy, cxistent or potential, but as regu-
Iating in & much more special manner the progress
of muodane events, It appears that cerlain me-
teorological ph show & tendency, more or
lexs marked, to run through a ten-year cyclé.
Thus, from the records of rainfall kept at Oxford,
it appears that more rain fell under west and south-
weat winds when aun spots were largest and ‘Tost
numerous than under south aud southeast winds,
theso last belug the moro rainy winds, when sun
spots were least in sige snd tewest in nuwber. This
in 8 somewhut recondite relution, und st icast proves
thot enrnest search hes been made for such cyclic
reistionn s wo are cousidering. But tiis is not all,
When otheér ds wars ined the striking cir-
ocumatance wes discoversd thut elsewlere, as st St.
Petersbugg, tho state of things observed at Oxford
wan procisoly roversed. At some intermediste point
between Oxtord and St. Petersburg no doubt the
raiutall nnder the winds nsmed wes equally aistrib-
uted throughout the spot lod, Moreover, as the
conditions thus diffor at d nt places, wo muy as-
sumo that they differ also st different times. Such
rallz.uoul appear, then, to be not only recondite, but
cothplicsted. * * * Taking five and a quarter
Years us the average interval ‘between maxi-
mum and minimom sun  spot  frequency,
we should like to find " every crisis ocour-
ring within s year or so on either side of the mini-
mum, though we should prefer, perhaps, to find the
crisis nlways tollowing tho time of fawest sun spots,
o8 this would more directly show the depressing
effect of a spotloss sun. No crisls ought to occur
within & yeur or so of maximum wsolar 3utnrhma:
for that, it suould sesm, would be fatal to the sug-
geated theory. Taking the commercial erises in
order, snd compariug them with the known (or ap-
proximately known) epoclis of maximum and miui-
muimn spot frequency, we obtuin the following re-
sults (wo ltalicize numbers or renults unfavorable td
the y) i~The doubtful crisis of 1701 followed by
mﬁ munimum by three years ;) the orisls of 1711 pre-

A minimum Ly one year; that of 1721 preceded

& muniinum by (wo gears ; 1731-32 & minimum
by one yesr; 1742 preceded a minimum by three years ;
1752 tollowed u mazimum LY two yeara ; 1763 follo
& taxinmm by a year and a half; 1772-43 eamo mudway
between a and o i 3 ded »
minimum by nearly two years;
midicay botwoen s mazimum and

1703 came mearly
o mundnum; 1504-3

and the sun .

d to l the newly dotected crater us cer-
tainly n now formation. Forwy own part, though
it seems almost linpossible to explain how such o
crater vould have remained wo Joug unnoticed, I
cnn d of chungo us | ting only
to extreme probability so fur as it depends on the re-
gult of past telescopic scrutiny of the moun,

COLD WINTERS,

The chapter devotad to cold winters will bo found
of peculfar interest ot the present time:—

During tho cold weathor of last December (1478)
we Iy much sbont old-tashioned winters, It wos
geuerally assnmed that some thirty or forty years
ogo the winters wers colder than they uow are.
Some began to speculdte on the probability that we

f

extrems |

possible, as [ am disposed for iy own t
to foar, to produce any systewn for wwfﬁfx
waltler more thao o fow hours or a day or two ia

observations  wdvanes, yot this ot least might be dooe for many

t have no warn-

reglons of the earth, which at
L of the most

ing, even for sn liour, of the
Gesolating burricunes. Telegraphic commmunlesation,
eupecally ns wo may hope to see it developed in the
coming yoars, might be employed much wmore ex-
tensively than st prosent. Thus our own couutry,
which warns countries to the east of coming storos,
but receives no wurnlugs, might receive usotul in-
thnution (rom the United Htates and the Weast
Iudios (remote thongh they nre) of the advance of
grest cyclonio disturbsomoes upon wus from the
neijghborbood of the West Indles, Florida, &c. The
further progress of ereas southwestorly disturbances
toward our shores might be learned also from
ships wihich, sailing toward the United States, have -
encouutered rough weathor when two or three days”
sall froin thelr destination. Skips wakiog for Hali-
fax or St. Johns might afford even later intelligence,
It is probablo thet in necely overy cuse, and eortain |
that in many cases, cycloule disturbauces which

have ronnded the Weat Indian r:_'t of the

1

reat
storm-o and travelled slong shores o!u the
United tea boyomd Hatt lly overlap
plinyg the land) their the Atian- 1
tie, :hnu&h with gradually diminishing force, until
they reach Enrope. Frobably a law would be found
to their £l on the wutnruw?rl of
their track, and the direction l.luug wh they
would strike tbe shores of Europe. Storms which,
alter roundlng the West Indies, gnh:.l toward the
northeus:, without closvly spproaching tue United
States, may uavally reach the sliores of Spain or the
Bay of Liseay, while those which overlap tho south-
eastarn Htates of America may pass across the Atlan-
tie on » more northerly aud make for the
Eritish Isles or pass even north of Scotland to the
shores of Norway. As it is probable that very few
reaily fisrce hurricanes resch us from the southweat
whicl have not first been felt on the western side of
the Atluntic, it wounld bs worthh while 1o analyze very
carerully all that can be learued respecting the courso
of sucl storme. And eartainly the exponso of tele-
graphic communication from the other side of the
Atluntic would pot be worth considering in compari-
son with the ddvautage derived trom early {utima.
tion of the approsch of great harricaues toward the
shores of Europe. Inother regions, und es  §
in the tropics, telegrophic communicstion might be
much more readily sud effectively employed in wn-

iog t h of burrl

L

BTORM PREDICTIONH.

In spegking of t storm prodictl Professor
Proctor says;—
Although donbt has been thrown by some on the

may be about to have acycle of cold w con-
tinuing perhaps for thirly or forty yoeurs, as the
oyclo of mild winters is commonly supposud to have

one. sny doubts were expressed as to the
greater severity of winter weatber thirty or forty
yoars ago evidence was fosthcoming to show that at
that time our smaller rivers were commonly frozen
over during the winter, and the larger rivers always
encum with musses of ice nud wot unfrequently
trozeu from source to estusry. Skating wasspoken of
as o balf-forgotten pastime ju theso duys as compared
with what It wos wheu the senlors of our time were
lads. Nor were dismal stories wanting of villagoes
snowed up for months, of men and women who had
been lost nmid snowdrifis and of other troubles such
a8 wo now associate rather with Siberfsn than with
British winters,

Turning over the pages of the Penny Magaszine for
the year 1537 Professor Proctor came a

betweon the currents of the North At-
lantie aud the weather of the Lritish Islos snd Wost-
ern Europe generally, it appears to us that the
opinjen expressod by Sabin many years since is
sound, and that the so-called Gulf Stream does in s
most marked mauner uaffect our weather, The most
siriking evidence of this is to be fowud in the sue-
cess of the storm predictions telegraphed to this
country from time to time by the New Yors HERaLD,
it the warmer air :"ﬁf the great surface current

from North A did not afford
a path alonp which stmospleric dissurl can
Le propagated to great distancea without any note-
Worth,tli. i these predictions would y
not have been fulfilled in so large a percentage of
cases, These ot ba L 1, point

much further in advance than m.;';hluh have ever
been based on Eurcpean observations, st least with
falr ro of saure proof, if any were

which shows that “thiese ideas about winter weather
forty years sgo were entertained forty yoars ago
about winter weather elglty or ninety years ago.”
= = ¥ The study of t logical 1
gives no valid support to thgtheory of change, Nor
in it diftioult to understand how the ides thut there
has been o change has arisen from the chanxed con-
" ditions under which men in middle lite, as compared
with children, observe or feel the effects of milder
wenther, A child glves no heed to mald winters.
Thoey pass, like ordinary spring or antumn days, un-
noted and unremembersd.  But s bitter winter, or
even a spell of bitter weither such as is felt wlmont
every year, is remembered. Even though it lasts
but for a short time {t produces aa
much effect the childish imaginatiou us
a long. aund Dbitter winter produces on the
minds of grown folk. Looking k at thoe days of
childhood the gniddle aged man or woman 18
what ‘seems like & werles of bitter wiut b

ded, that In the main our weather depends on
the Atlantic. I believe thut not only wind storms
but tempersturs and rainfall will in the future, and
perhaps bufore long, be predicted, for certal
at suy rate, from the far West, It s true that the
regular service of telegrams formerly received from
Noewtoundiand prov of little value, But, as

Lave been used, Iwm sorry to say, In Englsnd as
srguments in fuvor of eertain sehemes not wholly
untainted with jobbery. The inexperiezeed part of
the general public fail to see thet by & similar ar-
rapgement 46 might be demonsteated that the
weathor ean be prodicted by the cords. If I take
the Gfty-two carls to correspoud to the Afty-two
woelis of a given past yoar snd shufile the pack in
some specinl msuner I sball not find as I deal the
cards in order that evory coid week is represeuntod
bya of a bluck suit and every warm wesk by a
card of fhe red suit. But if (Jololng perbaps o num-
ber of friends with me lu the work) I repeat the test
8 great number of times I niust ot length meet with
8 casp where there is tolerably close ag t of
the sort ludicated, Now, it I wore to repbat this pro-
cess for every year since 1800, sud were thea to an-
nouuce—as I could with perfect trutb—that o pack
of cards shufled under particular conditions had
given for the yeur 1500 invariably black sults for the
cold weeks and red wuits for the warm ones, that
another shufiling for 1501 I!ml. given a similar result,
and 80 on up to the present year, 1379, I should cun-
vince wany that I could predict in a similar way the
weather of succeasive weoks in 1880. Ouly the
keener sort might ssk unkiudly how often I had
shufied the cards before I gota satisfactory result
for each year, aud so soon 4 this was known no one
of any sense would rely on my predictions lor 1880,
Task, in like munner, how masuy cases the sun spot
men havo oxamined and rejectod for'each oue which
seems, or can be made to seém, to support thelr
views, If they were to snswer this guestion truly
we should not heur much more of defiuite wenther
predictions for special regions of the earth,
But is it not obvious that the general cffocts which
we may well belleve that the sun spots do gproduce
must best be recognized in the weather of the earth
as 8 whole, next fu the weatbher of contineuts, less
in countries and least of all in small regous like
those in which the behievers in sun spot predictions
alope pr d to r much effects, though
they only iodicste certals speciul effocts—wind
changes for one place, raiugall changes in another,
heat and cold in another? When we see Europe as of
Iate aud gow expossd to a cold wave, snd America to
o heat wave, ench wave lasting for months, we may
most confilently deny that tho effects of sunspot
changes can bo definol and messursd, Add that,
even in England alone grest cold spells have oec-
curred in every part of the sun spot eydle, with
spots at the maximum, at the minimum, on the in-
croase, aud on the wane. Yours truly,

R RICHARD A. PROOTOR.

PREPARING FOR PARNELL.

IRIBHMEN OF ALL PARTIES UNITE T0 WELCOME
THE ENVOY FROM ERIN,

" "HOSPITAL SUNDAY”

—_———— -

The Movement to Securs Orgagized Aid for

the Gity's lofirmaris.

UNSECTARIAN CIHARITY.

How and Where the Sick and Destitute
Are Cared For

“ Tho preparations for the ption of Mr. Charl

s‘tawn-t Parnell, M, P, formally insugurated st the
meeting st the Fifth Aveonue Hotel on Wednesday
evening last, nre being vigorously pushed torward,
and promiuent members of the Executive Committea
express groat contl in the of the move-
meut in'this city, Toe subwcommittes appointed to
procure & suitable place of meeting snd summon the

comm

the Director of the M logical Office pointed
out several months ago, what we really want is that
a thoroughly competent weteorologist on that side
should huve twin gtations conuected telegraphically,
to aecertain the helght and rate of motion of tho upper
clouds; their aspect wounld indicate the temperature
of the atmospheric strats to which they belonged,
and then we sbould know what changes to expect
from approsching colil or warm curreuta in the up-
per air, Masinfua station neither the height nom
the rate of motion of clouds can be determined;
but from two stutions s mile or so spart the dis-
tance, height and motion of any cloud could be very
resdily determined. 1f photography, indeod, were

1 i, such ipstruments being used that the

recalling wany vecasions when, during what seemed
a long tlme, the snow lay deep, the waters wers
frozen and the outdoor air was shirewd and biting.

Before cousidering some of the remarkable winters
which daring the last century have been experienced
in Great Britsin and in Eorope genersally I wonld
discuss briefly the evidence on which I base the be-
lief that the winter weather of Europe, and of Great
Britain especially, Las undergone no noteworthy
change daring the last century.

Professor Proctor concludes thischapler by saying
that—

Ou the whole the winler of 1878-70 must be re-
garded as the coldest we have had duriog ut least the
last score of years, and probably during twice that
time, It wis not cha lzed I:l)' ptionally so-
vere short periods of {ntense cold, like those which
occurred during the winters of 185450, 186566 sud
1890-61; but it has been surpassed by few winters
during the lsst twg centuries for consiant low temn-
persture and long-continued moderate frost. During
the lsst ninuty years there have beon ounly tour win-
ters matching thet of 1878-79 lu theso &

helght and bearing of every point in the eky picture
would be known, records of great valus could be
obtained not merely for weather prediction, but for
tho study of the as yet unknown movements of those
rogions of the air in which cirras clouds are formed.

A CORRECTED CORRECTION VINDI-
CATED,

To e Epitor or THE HEBALD (—

Your of mine ,0v & first view,
overwhelming. Youn had stated that Professor Bmyth,
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, predicted » cold
winter for 1878-79, to which I had objectea, that his
actual prediction related to the winter of 1877-73,
and now you are able to quote the Professor's
ipsissima verba in 1872, **“We may perhaps be justitied
in concluding that the minimum temperasure of the

OXFURD AND CAMNRIDGE ROWING.

The next chapter is on sn entirely different subject
from sny of the foregoing, and treats of the points
of difference between Oxford and Cambridge rowing.
Profeasor Proctor is an expert osrsman, and under-
standa his subject. Hy says:—

Tho records of tho last eighteen boat races betwesn
Cambridge sud Oxtord mdieste clearly enough the
existonce of adifference of style in the rowiug of the
WO LIV ies, o clreniust quite as plainly sug-

ested by tho five successive victories of Osinbridge,
u the years 1870-T4, ua by the nine successive vie-
torics of Oxford which preceded them, For it1s, or
should be, known thet the victories of Cambridge
ouly began when Morrison, one of he finest Oxtord

osrsmen, had teugbt the Cambridge men the
Oxforgd stylo so fur aa it coula Ilmparted
to wers  necustomed, for the most part,

in, intercollegiate struggles, to a differont systom.
With regard to she loug sucovssion ot Oxford vie-
tories wiich begau in 1861, and which, be it noticed,
followed on Cambridg bt d whon the
Ught blue stroke rowed in the Oxiord style, I may
remark that, viewiug the matter as s question of
probabilities, it may safely by said that the nive sae-
cessive vietories of Oxford could pot reasouably be
regarded ns wecldental, Tho loss of three or four
succossive races would not Lave sufliced to show
that there wan any assignable difference in the con-
ditions under which the rival universities vocoun-
tered ench other on the Thumens, In eases where tho

i of ope or other of two eveuts huppuning ia

':. Mwlth ‘lﬂﬂ » ; 1&“ e & maxi-
mum #; 14256 tollowed a minimum two
pears; uau-\mm the year 1837 of i hy.m
sctivity (that year being the time also when & coms-
mercinl erisin t;wurlg:l in the E:llad States); 1847
A mazinum by & pear and a half; pre-

ooded am by & yoar; sod 1878 followed & mei-
mum by & year. Four favorablo cases out of seven-
tocn can ¥ be conkidered convineing, It we
ude lying within éwo yoars of a minimum,

inol Chnon

fbo favorable cases wouunt up to seven, loaving ten
un 4 ones. It must be remembered, too,
thut » siuglo decsdedly untavorable csde (as 1804,
1415, 1837) does more 1o dlsprove such & theory than
tweuty favorable cases would dv loward establish-
l'nzhl.t. The American paulo of 18739, by the way,
which ocourred when spots were very numerous,
Mmﬂy impairs the evidence derived from the
orises of 1800 and 1878, N

NEW PLANETS NEAR THE SUN.

Speaking of new plauets pear the sun, Professor
Proctor says:—

Within the orbit of Mercury thers are several
small uis, of which certaluly two, and prob-
abiy ¢ wers ween during the eclipsa of
July 20, 1873.  All these bodios munst be beyond the
range of any oxcept the most powerful telescopes,
wliethor sought for as bright bodies outaide the sun
(nou wclipsed) or an dark bodies in trausit ncross the
sun's foce, Lhe search for auch bodies in transit
would \u feet be hopeless with auy telescope which
would not easily sepiriats doable stars oue second ut

It In with large telescopos, thon, and

le diti of at phere, locality,

o, Ahat thie searcn lor intra-Morourial plavels u
tranuit mnst in future be conductod. As the observed

dinturbapee of Mercury's  poriliellon, and
the absewco of auy corvesponding  diaturbe
suce of his nodes (they poinis  where ho
erossos  the plape of thoe oarth's  juotion)

sbhow  that  tho wisturblug bodies iaust form
& riug or dink whose eontral plane must oesrly
colucide with the plane of Mervury's path, the
most tavorable tine for seciug. thas bodlos iu trans
sit would be the Arst fortnighin in May and Novem-
ber, tof bho sarth crossss tho plane of Mbrﬂl-lrﬁ;l-
orblt on or about May #and November 10, 1

vo that s wearch carrled out fu April, Moay apd
2‘.;,‘ ‘:nd‘lu tkt:alur. Bovembor and D‘mnnhe.:l

cxpress ooject ot disoovering very sm

plancts (n trausit, could not fall to be quickly re-
warded, uuless tho obsurvations wade by Watson
sl Swilt sro Lo bo wholly rejected,

In & fuotuote Profossor Proctor suys:—

Hinee this was weltien, Prof; Switt s oxp d the
opiniun that s planck eannud possibly hnve been the viu

aeon onr Thetn Cauert by Frotessor Watson, whio It seoms
waw Theta in the evntie of (he large Rold of view, sl
Hiust therdforn bave swen BwiTt's slanet-oad ihat ohjoes

r-u piaced alther as shown in lygure & or fgure 3, Henco
rulossor Switt consldars that otk ¢ he hitsall
suw woro planets, sl that bo did not sos Theta sk nil. Tho
runsoslng in the las five paragraphis of tho above essay
would not bo 1o the lenst alfictod (f we adopled IProfossar
Bwift's aonclusion, that fowe and not thees Integ-Meren-

ul planets woro detoctod durlng the eclipwe of July (st

ot Tutor Profossor Poters, of Ctinton, has indleated 1oa.
wotis for bollving 1hat while Watsen almply mistook for
Tanets the two Bxed stars, Thets and Keva Caneri, Pro.
wnnor Swift siw no plaoets at sl This  insorprotation
would seenunt fully, though not very sntisfagiorily, fur ail
that ls mysterious in the two naratives

NRITIBN THANEIT EXFRDITIONS,

® & * Jyisto be remembered, however, in ostl-
mating the probable value of the result whiclh has
boen usduced from the lritish obsorvatlous, that ne
yeu uaz " lrnﬂlnn of theso observitions has besu
effoctively denlt with, Tho British observatious of
tue begluviog of transit at northern sud southern
statioun give, when gonibined togethor, & value of
the sun's distance, ‘The British obsorvations of the
ond of transit wt other nortbern and southern
atsblons  give alwo, when combined 'mnhu.
& vaiuo of the wsum’'s distauce. And aule
combined give of course a mean value of the
sua’s distance, more likely on the whole to be cure

exuetly equal there will repeatedly be obsvrved re-
eurronces of this sort, Dut whes the same event re-
curs sv often as uine successive tmes it is justiiablo
to inler that the chances are wot procisely—or per.
haps even nearly —egual,
. » » . - » -
1 wan a_:{ml.l trained to row. the Cambridge stylo,
and when I beeame captain of. & boat club I wns cares
ful to inculeste this style on my ¢rew, and ou other
crows which osiue more or leas directly under my
supervision. But Lum éonvineed that the pecuilarity
so curelully enjoined in past time by the Cambridge
club captains, apd still retalued, 18 altogethoer erro-
uoous for boats of the modera build, | Hrst oecame
aware that the Cambridge style is oot the water-
maun's—and, therelory, presimably not tho, wost ef-
fectivo—through pra-tising o » recing four with
three of our most voted Thnwes watermen—the two
Mackinnys sud Chitty, of Richmond, They were
preparing tor the Thames National LRegatts, though
Vot e 4 wet crew,  Accordingly the coxswain would
frequently eall upou us for s good Uiting spurt of a
quarter of & wile or ko,  Luring thess spurts the cox-
swaln was couting telling me that | was not keep-
ing stroke, sud I was seusibio mysolf that somethiug
wik golug wroug, Onc who lLas takeu part in bosg
ruces very soon detects any irregularity in the row-
ing—by which 1 do not, of course, reler 1o #o yrosa s
defoct co not keeplug time. Al 1io then of a crow
may be Reopiug most perfect time, aud may even
presont the sppearance of kaoplug stroke togother,
und yot may not Lo feeling their work simultancously.
1 was awiaro that somoting was goiug weong, but I
found it tmposadble, wiibout sbsudouing the atylo of
rowing in which I nad been so carefully trained, to
Koep ntroke with tho vest of tue crew. It secmed o
we that they wers doabllugover thelr work, becausy
white I was stall s®aying backwacd thoy bad reached
the Lot of their awlng, Thea they did not swom to
moe to tearhor with thae Hghining flash which the
vambridge styly enjolus.  Aitogother, L lefe them,
afier threo or four louy pulls, with tho impressiou
tuat, though they might bo vory elfvetive watermen,
they hnd bat & poor sty le.

Soow after, bowover, 1 nad oceaslon to weleh Ox-
ford carsmon at their work, aud I foumd (hat the
row io asiylo which, withnu belng setaaily Identi-
eal with that of the London witerman, rescmbles It
fi il essentinl res peets. The wmoment the var catolies
the water Lo body i« theown buck #s in the Cam-
Lridge style, Lut the arms, Instesd of being kept
stradght, nuediately bDegin to do thele sharw of she
work, ‘Tho rosuit is that when the body s upright
the arins are mlrendy bept, and the stroke (s tuished

P cold wave waa reached in 1871.1, and that
the next slmilar cold wave will occur in 1878.8'"'—
that is, a8 you say, in October, 1878. In the face of
this evidence It might seam hopeless to reiterate my
statement, and still more hopeloss to undertake to
show that the evidence you quote confirms the gen-
eral objections I bhave raiseds agalust the mothod
adopted by the adyvocates of the sun spot ays-
tom of weather prediction. Dut it is, in fact, simply
because their method is so unsatisfactcry that you
have been,:very naturally, misled. Although the
prediction you quote was in reality a corroction on
an earlier prediction, as the opening words of the
passage partly indicate—("Depending, thereforo,
chicfly onour later observed sloven-yoar periods,*
&eo.)—you would huardly have imagined that only
five years later (the temperatures in the interval
having unkinaly refused to behave as Professor
smyth’s anticlpations had lod him to expect) the
prediction was agaln modifled. Late in 1877, near
enough in all consclence to the predicted cold wave
to malke prediction safe If the sun spot method were
indeed trustworthy, the forecast assumed the fol-
lowing form (see Nature tur October 4, 1877, p. 475):—

Having recently computed (fo rewining observa-
tions of our earth thormometers here, aud prepared
s new projection of all the observatious from their
beginning In 1537 10 their calamitous close last year,
restltn gonerally confirmatory of those arcived at in
1570 have been obtsined, but with wore pointed and
immediate bearing on the wearter now bafore us.
The chief testures undoubtediy deducible for the
past thirty-nine yoa=s, after eliminuting the tmore
sensonal effocts of ordl-ary summer and winter aro;—

1. Botween 1887 and 1870 threo great heat wavos,
from withount, struck this partof the earth—viz., the
firat in 1546.5, tho second in 1888.0, and the third in
1868.7, aud unless some very complete slleration in
the weathor is to take placo the next such visitation
may be looked for in 1870.5, within lhnits of half s
yuar euclh wiy.

2, The next feature in magnitude and certainty is
that the periods of minimun lemperature or cold
are not cithior in, or anywhere near, tho middle time
between the erests of those three clironologically
{dentiled beat waves, but arg eomparatively closa up
to them on sithor side at . distance of about a yoar
aud a half, so that the next such cold wave is due ut
the end of the present year.

Thie In perhups not au agreeabla prospect, cxpe-
cially if politioal agitators are at this time woving
among the colliers, striviog to pursuade them to do-
creanc the output of coal sk every pit’s mouth, De-
ing theretores Tuitn willing, for tho general good, to
suppose myselt mistaken, I bog to send you n Arst
fmprescion of plate No. 17 of the fortheoming vol-
e of obssrvntions of this Royal Observatory, and
shall bo very huﬁu it you ¢an bring out from the
weanures recorded thers uny more comfortuble view
for the public at large. FIAZZL SMYTIR

Astronomer Royal for Scotlmgud,

Rovar, OpsEnvaTory, Enispunon, Sept. 47,

1t will be obscrved that there ara here two very
definite predictions—viz,, fivat, that tho wiater of
1577-78 In Great Dritain would be excoptionally colid;
second, that 1870.50 (that i the midale of tho year
1479) would be, within half & year elther way, tho
time whon the host wave would be felt, Ilow far
\Lone prodictivos were from fulfilment will bo secn
when we note that the winter of 1877-74 ia Great
Dritain was exceptionally warm and that in the mid-
dle of 1870 Great Eritalo was passing througl the
colder part of that grest cold wave which begau to
ba felt in November, 1878, and js still In progross.
Ho cold was thie summer of 1870 that wheu I left
England, on October 18, the harvest was not yol

when the body is very litle beyond the perp
lar pusition.

Now let us compare the two strokes theoretieally,
In vuch stroke the body does u whare of tho work,
aud in the u.mhﬂdg stroke the body even secins Lo
do mors work than In the Ostford stroke, since 1t is
wmwayed (urther back. In each wtroke, again, the
arins do & share of the work, but in the Oxford
wtroke the work of the urms s distributed squally as
& lielp to that of the body, whoreas in the Cambridge
stroke the work of the armu Is all thrown upon tho
Undsh of tho stroke, AL first slght 1t secms to mat-
ter vory Little in what order the work is done, so
loug o% the same amount of work is dono in the
saio spaco of timo.

GIEAT NTONMS,

In & chiapter devoted Lo groat storms Professor
Proctor says:-—

If there are In reality any roegnlariy recurring pe-
rlods in weather phenomens we ean only hope to
rocognise thvin by the careful exawmination ot me-
tevrologlonl records, I8 sppears to us thut those sl
reaidy made have nol been sutliowently exminined, sud
thelr earelul analysis by wompetent persons wonkll
Yo more likely to afford usoful results than thessme
amount of lapor devoted to the scoumulstion of

trosh redorde,  Of conrat, if any satisfactory resulis
‘are to Le obaived, weleurological cbuervatious

wusi

ttogoethier gatherod lu,

1 wast polut out that on the geueral question of
snn spot iufiuences I have sald pothing which doea
not accord with the passage quoted iu your editorial
from tho Annual Science Record. 1 fully bellove that
‘e solur spois sud temporatures change in
parallel cyeles and affect every festuro in terrostrial
moteorglogy.” What I deny Is that tho weathor of
P 1 ' (a8 rogards even ite. brosdest
foaturea, such an averago temporature, rainfsll sud
a0 forth), ean be conuected with nolar spot eycles,
Wikt has hitherto been done has beon to exmmine
the rocords of a grost number of regions for s num-

ittee were ot work early yesterday alternoon,
and after some consultation with sympathizers
decided on colling & full meeting of the committee
for thia evening st the Fifth Avenua Hotel. A
oircular notifying the membgrs of the fact and
requesting prompt sttendance was printed and
mailed last evening, and several prominent
Irish citizens were walted upon asnd requested
to tnke an active part in the movement to give tho
Irish popular leader o welcomo befitting the position

he bolds in Ireland. The action of the mesting on
Wednesday uifh: in counuing itself to the work of
securing for Mr. Parpell & hearing from the psople
ot New York, #o tuat the aiws, objects and plun of
l'nrkiug of the Irish Land Loague may be folly set
forth; seems to weet withgenerul approval, and the
cominittee expect that many prominent citizens will
be thus induced to co-operate who would othorwise
bold aloof. **We ure composed of all partics, sections
and religions umonyg the Irish people here,' said s
member of the commitiee, *and we iutend to avoid
comimitting ourselves to auy particular theories
of land reform untll we hear Me, Paroell's
statemnent. He is sent out here to lay the cuso
of the Lrish farmers, which mauy regurd ns tho case
Ireland, before us, Natiouslists, repealers, home
atholic und Frotestsnt—and Irisb-Ameri-
gens who take no part fv Irish politics cordially
join in securing him sn impartial besring, and for
the time being lay sside their differences ot opinion
for the good of the land they have sprung from.
Tust done, it will then be tor the people of the Irish
| race biero sud thoss who sympathize with Ireland to
tuke whatever action may scem best to them, snd
wo arv confident that the present temporary unlou
W0 auspleionsly begun Weduesday evenlug muss be
productive of lasting good to our people.”

It s expected that at the meeting this evening s
strong sppeal for sympathy aud support will bo
adopted and circulated among Lrish business and
proiensional men, and that sub-committecs will be
appoiuted to walt upon such lesdiog Irish citizens as
wre known to sympsthize with the mwovement to per-
soually urge them to join the committee. The gen-
ersl oplulon {s that the Academy of Music will be ne-
cured for some evening shortly after Mr. Paroell's
arrival, and those who claim to know the lrish peo-

lo biere seem to have oo doubt ot their ability to fill
t to its ntmost capacity on the occasion. The or-
ganization of the committes effected on Wednesduy
evening was but temporary, sud permauent officers
will be elected this evening.

RELIEF FOR IRISH DISTRESS,

Mr, Robert Jolmson, of the Fermaunagh Relief
Commitses, mformed s HERALD reporter yesterday
that s uumber of natives of county Fermaunagh es-
tablished in business in this city bad been waited
upon during the past few days for the purpose of
socuring their co-operation in the roliof moveieut,
and that o large number had put down their nmues
for subscriptions. A complete list of subseribers
will be wale out by to-morrow. Itis the jntention
of the committes to apply the money to the purposs
of enabling siruggling people in that county, whose
meaus of lvihyg, have beem destroyed by the con-
tinusd raine, to cowe to thisn country and settle
down on the lamd in tho Weat. L any baiauce
should be left in the hands of the committeo siter
pesforming this work it will be dovotud Lo the relief
of the starving peoplo in Fermanngii.

AID FROM NEWARK.
A preliminary meeting of Ivish cllizons of Newark
was held sl the Board of Tride roowmms there lust
evening for the purpose of ralsing funds to relieve

the Iﬂﬂl:l"il.l% people of Iveland, P. T, Quinn pre-
sidod. Mr. Reilly acted as secvetary. A vommitiee
of five was appoiuted to report s plan at an sd-
journad weeting, to bo beld W-morrow cvening,

DUsSKY DEPREDATORS.

A VISIT TO A BAND OF CHICKEN THILVES IN A
NEW JERSEY JAIL,

A reporter of the Hemarnd mado u visit yosterday
to tho six negroes who are langulshiug {n the Mon-
mouth County Jail at Frechold, N. J., lor stealing
grain and chickeus. The prisoners are inoffensive
looking men, snd thoy seswmn meither expert mor
hardoned desporsdoes. Tho dospatches in  tho
Hunanp have tokd tho wetury ot tho
alfuir as it came from the Court. The reporter
fonud the Inbabitdints much exorolwed over the
cano. Ho interviewed most of the prisoners and
found that the magnitude and charseter of the so-
eallod “bandittl” deproedations had been consideras
bly exaggerated. A young noegro named Carney,
who bad farmed in Hlinows fve yoars, had served in
tho war amd ween Grant at Appomsitox, and boou
lhiesd walter in o Loug Branch ghotal, turnud seavou-
ger becanse be cuould wake §39 » day. He bought s
wonm of horses and borrowed » wagou; but fail-
fng to wake s certaln payment on e horses
he joined Juck Harris, who had been boarding
fo Lis Gedly, sod agreed to “go out nights' sud
stesl grain aud chickens.  They sno their mesistants
were out two nights and bad taken sbout thiry
busbols of wheat and rye, with hall p dozen towl,
when they wers arrosted, Oue or two bhsd pre-
viously sioleu some corn from a field to feed their
horses and & few armtuls of hu{, but they bad only
the expertnoss of orlinary chicken thieves snd were

ght st the beyl g ot their new carver, As
othor petty thefts bave been froguent io
the county, warrants are out  charging
those wen with wmost of these erimes, 1Tho
real thieves, according to their own confessions,
are Sata Corney aud Jack Harrls, The others were
tonrunters atul they say they did not know what was
going to be doue until the wagon resched the bains
where the grsin wes stored. The culprite are in s
Tuxurious brick jail, which s well ventilated and fully
as comfortalile ns some of the hotols in the place,
Yiues run over the windows, pletures adorn the walls
of the vells; the prisoners are allowsd to run
looss together; they neidtber fght nor use bad

ber of wonther plienomons, to leave A4 all
the cases (thoy are hundreds) in which no eyelie
ohango corresponding with the sun spotcyels oun be
recognised or Imagined, and carefully to eolloct
those onses (thoy may be counted perhaps by tens)
whore somo sivh eyelle change seems to bo recog:
ulzable, Thess, separated in this way from the dis-
cordant cascs, seem Lo present very sironyg evidence
in favor of the sun spot theory of weather, sud shoy

Inuguage; snd  yostordny, whon the Sherfl
they flocked round him as if they
ware going to  recite & Sundsy school

lennon to their favorite teacher. Half an hour lster
thoy received a delogation of white visitors—some
thirty or forty—from the lower part of ths county,
among whom were ladiew and mothers witlh baves
in arme aud vinall boys trotling by thewr pareutal
wides, They were allowed to roam aroand Inside of
the jail, while an nttendant kept guard at the door.
An the repor.er lett & colored trlend wont for s fresh

sapply of tob ,» and sald bo w
be | “woon,"

| to decide whether such institution shull share ia she

eral or wisd in Its methods of dtatribution thas the
Plan proposed,
METUOD OF DISTRIBUTION,

A Dintributiug Committos of Sevan, consisting of
the Mayor, the Postmaster, thie Prosident of the
Chamber of Commercs and Messrs) Goorge He
Andrews, John W. Harper, Jesse Seligaau sod
Willimm E. Dodge, Jr., will veceive and discrbate @l
undesignaled coptributions, oot, howover, tuclnding
such undesiguated coutribulions in chmeh colled-
tions as the rector or paster of the contributing
church may send to such institutions as the
tions may bhave beeu espocial!y snnounced to benufity

The plan of uam.hmfun of undesigualed fuads by
the Distributiog Committee will bo to diviae thom
swong the lustitutions wentioued as noiting in the
benefits of this collection aeeording to tue numbes
of hospitel days free vatients Lave boen bre in
the bodsof such inetitution for the year pr oy,
But whon the income of auy Inatitution shall havd
been greater than its expenditure for curront exs
peuscs, as shown by its lust annugl repors, it will be
within tho discration of the Distributing Comurittos

division of such vndesgnsted contributions. The
Distributing Cowmit may also consider the -

wmoint received by suy institution through Jdesiyg- “
In the autumn of 1874 the Board of Managers of EMM nllll-anln thy l:uu:ﬁ:luml mads gilv:m IPP:‘HI"‘ 3
St. Luke's Hospital issued an appeal to the Protes- | u:’:.”:::m (L‘ul:’:mmuu?‘ thalr ¢ as - Y
tant Episcopal ehurches In this city, asking for s Mr, Clarlos Lanjer of the irm of Winslow, Lanier
collection in behalf of their work, to be made on the | & l:im. h?gli‘“l: 1 Iaen e mxm
last Suuday of that year, und requesting that thers- | (D& Lh0 To0Gwing gerUiutLaD e o ]
alter spnually similar collectious shiould be made on | to whom contributions may be sont on Ssiurdsy,
thi Sabbath, 1 5 27tk tost, :—Ssmuel D, Babeock, No. 50 Wall street,
uu umeu.t ‘r'h whfh d';:h:“hph RHONE SActy | Chamber of Commerce; illiam Alexander Smith,
ew a5 Hospital Sunduy, Bishop Potter very heart- | w, 4o Wull streot, Stock Exchange; Jobu H.
Uy indorsed this appes! of the mauagers, and from | No. 136 Pearl street, Cotton Exchaoge;
that time th his colloe been | Bincken, No 3 Wiil street, Produce Exchenge;
Wi - e : ‘L" h“"“’:lm' varr, | Churles . Elwell, No¥s7 South streot, Maritime Ex.
iy 8 Spanopil. CHUNCAGH: WiDNe * | elmnge; 8, F. strong, No. 141 Poearl strest, Petrolenm
however, the bLeucfits of the collection bave been | Exchasnge; Heury A. Oskley, No, 66 Wall stroet, Un«
shared with 8t. Mury’s Free Hospital for Children | dorwriters (lite. fire aud marine), and Charies M. Fry,
& * | Bunk of New York, for the bauks,
Each year 3 large number of congregations have
united in the observance of the appoluted day, which -
15 now generally rocognized by the clorgy as a fitting THE INTEROCEANIC CANAL.
occasion to bring the duty of providing for the sick TN o
and needy before thoe churches. The religious and | To TAE EniTon or TaE HimaLD:—
seoular press has shown grast intereatin this matter, Tavail myself, with youg psrmission, of your ime
and this, together with the success which bus at- | Partial columns to moke some remarks, which I con~
tanded asimilar general hospital SBunday movement | Sider opporiuune, upon the great subject of a ship v
in Liverpool, Landon ane Mancheater, led the Rev, | cunal through Coentral Americs, snd I address myself :
Dr. Baker, of 8t. Luke's Hospital, to inguire into the | to the Hexarp just because I know that it is nok o
foundation and bistory of the hospitals of the city | biussed With any preconccived notion mor “got up™
with & viow to unite thom as this movement now | in the iutcrest of any particular scheme. But this
proposes. very conviction of mine has made me read with re- \
THE FIRST INFIRMARIES. gret your leading srticle in the issue of the 10th )
¥revious to tho yeor 1849 the eare of thoe sick poor | inst. and entitled, “Light on the Interoceanic Canal,"
of New York was leit to Bellovue Hoapitul, which is | which alludes to Adiniral Amwen’s paper resd before
s municipal charity, and to the New York Hoapital, | the Awerican Geographicsl Bocioty on the evening
o privato dnstitntion fouuded im 1770, In 1546 Dr. | of the Oth inat.
Muhlenberg, the founder of St. Luke's Hospital, In the first place, I fail to perceive sny new light
being then rector of the Church of the Holy Com- | on the subject, since the Admiral only repeats there
munion, made an appeal to that congregation on 8t. | what he had previously sald, excepting, perhaps, that
Luke's Day in bebalf of s denominational howspital. | he points & little more distinetly to the speculative
The sppenl was afterward repeated in other churches, | churacter of the Wyse-Lesseps grant from the
and the outcome was s hospital, first in Hudson | Colombian government, Now, whatever the resl
street in 1850, snd atterward the magmificent institu- | motives may have boen for the Wyse party to apply
tion which the venerable fonnder Lnd tho satisfac- | for the graut, it makes uo differcnce so long as the
tion of 4 d under bis own supervialon and | work is feasible and it proves to be the best and
earo on one of the most desirable sites on Fifth | cheapest, and tor those who prefer to imagine the
avenue. About the same time the Roman Catholics | eunterprise ducted in s eclentifie or chivalrous
started a hospital movement, and ig 1849 founded 8t. | spirit, why, the guidance of M. de Lesseps, who has
Vincent's, s year before St. Luke’s was established. | purchased the original graat, is as good & gasrantes
The Hebrews took up the same ides, and | asthat of any other man.
in 1852 founded Mount Sinal Hoaspital. They The portion of your article which has most paine. \
were followed by the Catholice sdding | fully fmpressed me is the following passage:—The 4
snother, 8t. Francis’, in 1805, and by the Presbyte- | point which will sbetke the public in this connection
risns in 1668 founding their hospital, The growth | most foreibly, and perbaps with some surprise, s
of the eity in twenty years, and the success of the | Adiniral Ammen’s advice that ‘the government of the
hospital mow t, led the Episcopalians in 1870 to | United States should comsider the question of the
build their $t. Mary's Free Hospital for Children sad | interocesnic ship canal as still*nodetormined,’ not-
the Romun Catliolies to ada their St. Elizubeth's Hos- | withstandiog the unsuimous recommendation of the
pital the same year. The seven hospitals pamed— | Nicaragus route by the commissi ppointed by
three Cutholio, two Protestant Episcopul, one Pres- | President Grant in 1872, who filed their report iw 1
byterian and one Hebrew—are what may be called | 1876, and should convoke an international Congress
religious hospitals and have eapacity for treating | here to whioch *all the governinents thac were repre-
845 patients st once, While those institutions hove | seuted st Paris should send their engineers,” lo unite 1
been growing up other hospitals also have besn | with an official commission “of the oldest engineers 3
founded by the liberality of private individuals, as, | of our army and the ablest oivil engineers of omr
for instance, the Roosevelt Hospital, founded in | country’ in & final solution of the problem.” I 3
1864; some have been established upon nationality, | humbly differ from the interpretation you put upon
as, for exumple, the German, in 15857; some for | Admirsl Ammen's proposal. To my mind it shows
scientific reasons, as the Hahnemaun, in 1875, and | that the Admiral's 1 y and do nok
some for tho treatment of special disecases, as the | now allow him to be positive us to the mlhmf
' E . : the Nicarngus route ns compared with others.
Woman's Hoapital, founled in 1807; the New Yogk Menocal, the Admiral's companion in that !
Medical College and Hospital for Women, founded | yeoms to shure the latter's doubts or his desire
in 1864; the Manbattan Eye and Ear Hoapital, | muking ermuut::m:lurrhody what is, perhsps,; evis
¢ dent ouiy to s p iced few,
establisbed i:: 1869; tha_ Heu:opolliln Throat A paper from%ho pen of Mr, G, Menocal on “Ine
Hospital, 1874: the New York Ophthalmie | peroceanic Csuals'” wus read on the 19th of Noveme .
Hospitsl, 1852, and the New York Orthopedic Hos- | ber last in New I.m]’;kél“ s mwl% Il;l ;ﬂllﬂﬂl. «
’ Bociety of Civi uglineers, in w the Nicaragus
pital, 1868, The Scamen’s Retreat Hospital, on route was divocated, ani 'numumlﬂu. the report ~
Staten Island, was founded in 1531, snd 8 new hos- | of which significautly euds in this wise:—*If was
pital Las been built within a few years at the Sailors’ | stated that M. Menocal deemeod an sddisional paper
Suug Harbor, Ststen Islapd. These eleven in- | necessary in order that he might the better unfold e
stitutions have sccommodstions for T00 patients. | the whole scope of the project before the society; £
The vity hos eularged its accommodatious by bulld- | also that he prop soon to ret to Ni 2
ing the Charity Hospital on Bluckwell's lslaud and | whers he intonds to make still further investigs-
suother on Ward's d. The New York Hospital | tious co ing the proposed canal."”
has also enlarged its sphere of usetulness by open- An emiuvent American ongivesr, General N, W,
jug on Chambers street s hospital for “‘sceident” | Wright, who has thoroughly studied the subject, in
patients. There is, thersfore, hospital accommo- | & letter trom Philadelplia dsted June 16, and pub-
datlon In this eity for sboutone thousand efght hun- | lished by the Hesarp on the 220 of October ult.,
dred pstienis wt sny one time, exclusive of that | while giving the prefereusce to the ¥asams ronte
which the city provides in her own institutions. | upon the d,ul..l.hilhunu known, remarks:—+All sur-
Varions homes sud infirmaries have also arisen, | veysaund exp ti X { made have been
whielh render to the sick snd anfurtunste similar | done in s lhasty and soperficial mauner, and, ad-
mervice to thiat furnisbed In the hospitals, such, for | mitting the entire capability of those sng in
instance, ns the Home for Inourables and the House | them, il was an lmpossitility in the time aod with
of Rest tor Consumptives, the means ot their command to collect suticient and
EFFUNTS TO SECURE SYSTEMATIC AID. reliable data for nn sccurate estimate,”
Of the seven religious honpitals named above, it is Une of your couteinporavies, iu a leader of October
an wteresting fact that while the managements bave | 30, wrote thus:—*The Interesting report made by
conductad tholr business in their own way, they | Admiral Auwiuen to the government sbout the pro=
havo shown the broadest charity in the reception of | ceedings v the Paris Cougress on the interoceanio
patients, cheeriully trosiing those of every nstion- | canul, to which he was a delegate, was socompanied
ality and form of faith. Iu view of the fact that ouly | with the suggestion that there shonld be & uew
the Presbyterians and Episcopalians have bad any | Congress, to be noid in Amerioa, to review this quess
fixed day for taking up collections for their hospi- | tion of roufe for the canal. The suggestion has been
tals, the former Thanksgiving Day and the Iatter the | espoused heartily in this country, and it may be
lust Sunday of the year, the mavagers of St Luke’s | considered the position of the American enginesrs,”
Hospital sent to the Hospital Committee n plan sug- Dosides the name of General Wright I might bring
gested by Dr. Haker, whereln esch pastor or | forth here some others of no less mpwnl{iw!r.-
coutributing congregation was to be left free to sond | are those of Colonel Totten sod Commodore Belf-
eontributions to such hospitals as they migbt elect. | ridge, who side with the Panama route in preference
‘L'his comuittee, constituted after the pattern of | to that of N gus, if I led to draw & come
the Loudon Hospital Committes, I8 composed of | parison between the two routes. Bat 1 only
such wen s the Mayor, Postmaster James, the Rev, | refer to them {n  order to show thst the
Drw, Morgau Dix, ‘L. M. Peters, George H. Hough- | preferense for the latter is far from being
ton, Thowmas Armimg-, ‘Lalbot W. Chambers, and | “sub tially u i . sud  that new
Mowsrs, Juwies M, Brown, C. Vaoderbilt, Willy | surveys are indisp ble before " s huge .
Wallzch, Meury E, Pellew, Judge Palmer, George | capitsl in an undertuking, the result of which for
MeC. Miller, chuitman: Rev. George 8. Baker, | the subscribers ic more or less doubtful, Nordo I
necretary, and others. From this committee an ex- | agroe with Admiral Ammen when ho says that “here-
ectitive comumittes of five was chosen, as followa:— | alter in the exami of jucetd only the
Alr, George M. Miller, Dr, Baker, 8t Luke's Hospl- | Nicaragua and Panaws routes need critioal examine-
tal: Mr, George Jopes, of the Times; Mr. Walter Ed- | tion," thas dismissing all the other routes suggested
wards, Jr,, and Mr. Joho 8. Bassing. The Hospital | beforo tho Paris Congress met, It saeems to me thas
Counniites of 8t Luke's lssued invitutious to prom- | one route has not atiracted all the attention it de-
ment clergymen aud laymon of the Protestant Epis- | serves, and that is the Ssu Blas-Chepo route, some
copul Chnrch to meet them ln conference on the 16th | twenty wiles to the east of Pannma. An Awmerican,
of December, 1578, when the subject was fully dis- | gentlewan, Mr. Frederick M. Kelly, who has speus
cusgind und the meeting resclved to establisly o hospi- | wo  Uttle vme and mopey (un  examining
tal day for the purposes iudicated whon contributions | that tract of lsud, in & letter to the
conld be recelved tor il the private hospitals 1o the | Eeomomis!, published in Boston, on November
city, And to make this resolve a vority the moeting | 8 last, writes ns follows:—*The San Biss rotute -
appotuted the aloresald exceutive committec with | belng muel the shortest of any proposed, snd have
power tocall anvther general confercnce of the differ- | ing good natural harbors st both ends, essily ap-
ont hospiial associatious of the city. ‘Uhie conler- | prosched on & wide, open sea, It s of the highest
enco was bold o 8t Luke's Hosplial the fiest woek | importsnce, before declding so great a problem as
fn Jaunary of this year and was participated in by | the best snd only route for an interoceanic
ofieial represeut tives of thivteon of the city hos- | that it should be thoroughly examined from ocoam
itals, n constderablo number ol representative min- | to ocean, ad 1t is quite probable a lower and shortes
stern und othor invited gueste. The dlucussion was | pass uuz be foumd Ly Hunking the = -
geueesl and eomprobeusive, and the necessity for | sl :smd ills which traverse tho Isthmus in theé
reaching the large nnmber of business mon of Now | locality. Indeed, it would be remsrkable if
York whose homes are outaido of the city limits and | engineers, in their first survey, had found the
who would not, thereforo, have the privilege of cou- | route without runniug traverse lines, which
tribuiing to this caase inachurch ecollection wes | engioeer koows the 1mPorlu\un of in get-
recoguised, sud (8 was decided to add » secular day to | ting  the lowest levels,” It all shows how
tho Sabbath for this purpose. Heneo both the last | timely Mr, King, of Lonisians, offered
Saturday and the last Sanday in the year are desig- | In the House of Kepresentatives a resolution for the
natid us hoapilal days. This year they fall on the | appointimment of & seleet committon of aluven, whose
97th and 25tk fost, duty it shall be to exsnine into the subject of the
HUSPITALS INTENESTED IN THE PLAN. solection of asuitable route tor su interocennlo abip
The following uameld hospltaln sre now 1uterested | eaunl, to which ail petiticns, memorisls and reports
In and pledged to this arratgerncnt (—5t, Luke's, 5t, | reiastive to such esnal shall bo referred, and which
Mary's tor Culldren, Presbyterian, Mt. Sipsl, Gere | shall have autbhority 1o report st any time.
man, New York, Haloemann, Wowan's, Orthopodie, 1t s my firm conviction that for the American
Manlnattan, Eye and Esr, New York Opihalmie, Now | people it s quite {opdifferent where » canal be
York Eve aud Ear lufiviuary, Hoase of Rest for Con- | opened, provided that it best answers thé commers
sumptives, lostitugion for the Belief of Ruptured | cial snd political views of the United Stabos, and
and Cripplod, sud the Howme tor Iucurables—tiiteen | that many, It uot all, of thowe who sdvooste the
out of the twenty-six lu this efity. The clty’s hospl- | Niearagus route do it in the belief that no other
tals, tor vbvious reswons, are not o this aresuge- | would offer the same facility for the desired control
weut, sud the Rowan Untholle bospitals are outside | of the whole business. But [ sin contident thst all
of it elwo, Then there are some institutions en- | the substantinl advantages sough®for in thagNiears
dowed by private munifloence that perbaps do not | agus route miglt be secured inany other, the Pan-
require the help proposed Ly this bospital coroniits | nma one not exoepted, and 1 thl.nlnf could prove I$
tee, Luat doubtiess 1a time the other nospitals and | were I not afrakd of encrosching too much upon
infirwaries of the city will snter lnto the combina- | your valuablo spaes. 1am, sir, your obedient rers
tion awd shace the benedts ot systematic and organized | vant, JUSTICE.
beuovolence, The leading mivisters of the diff-rout Wasnmaron, Dee, 17, 1870,
Protestant dnnumn&ulh:?a have hom'llly‘ indorsad
the movement snd will prepare special sermons 5 P RCTTLE '
thoreon for next Bunday or the Suuday follbwing, THE HERCULES, '
when the collections will be taken. Dr. Armitage, of L ,
the hlullltlt.‘.lmruh.hwrtm lthhsl the moumon': com- The papers of tho steam pilot boat Hercnles were
menis itsell 10 his hend and heart as one of the un- | only made out yestorday at the Custom House,
mixed opportunities of lite for doing good, and adds "
that he will, by sermon and otherwine, encoutage hils Some time sgo Mr. Thomas 8. Sandford made appll-
people to coutribute. Dr. M. 8. Torry, presiding | eation for the Hercules papers, but refused to give
elder of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh Lo this dis- | the name of the owner of the vessal, admitting that
tifet of the New York Uuu:‘:r:’nu. thinks the move- ho was aimply the trustoo. As the Hercules came
ment “_‘;‘l‘.':,‘n'“ FHOIVE & SOEGIAL Toapones ‘.“:d 5:‘:.'_ teom Philidolphia snd h;ul Thl&;ﬂmuu::l;.hli was
3 i 1 necessary that the bill of sale shou aod
%7 Men, rabby o€ o Pt drth™ Btraci | $ho matwa of (ho b owger yiven in Uho applieation
g d for new papers, so Mr. Sandiorl’'s requost was nol
Hyusgogue, says wsipilar movemoent was very sue- M ith, On Wednesdsy Mr, Ssndford filed
vonstul in Manchester, England, whers he ministored | S0Mmpled with. Y it e
the biIl of salo of the Hercnles to himself! sl the
betore hbn enuse to New York, and that he has urged |
it here, ™ hea.tily in favor of it, and will apponl to | C15tOB Houze, and made out his application for bee
his vongregstion in its behalf, e, Chawmbors, of | P “"'::d in bkis own usme &3 owaer, sad Iv s
the Beformed Ulmr;h. thinks this form of charity s | BFANECG
w0 pure and uonsellish o itsolf that it onght to be ¥ » :
brouyht before the entire populutien of the cliy, ALDERMAN HALL'S SALARY.
and he kuows of uo better methed to do this than — ¥
the vue proposed .b:nd Dr. Krotel, of the Lu lhn}fl:l:t The Comptraller sent a loug letter to Corporation i
Clinreh, doon uot belleve that the community could . ol Whit reterilay, |
be en i & bettor work. Dr. Tilfany, of 8t | o o Mg, reothy, a whioh s discusses
Paul's Mothodist Episoopal Church, gives the same | the legal posilion recently taken by the Isiter as to
hoarty approval, snd l:-. Morgau, of 8t Thomas' | the payment of tho salary of Alderman Mall aud
Eplscopal Chiureh, thinks nothing could be more | states that dnloss nidvised that the receipt of Lhe Al
comprobensive than the p t ek derinay will not b a suillotent discharye of the oblis
none are sxeludel, aud pothing could be more U | gation of te eity he shall pay ihe awount due,
.




